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PACIFIC BRANT RANGE

PACIFIC BRANT

Fall Staging/Migration Areas
[ Fall Migration Corridors
B Wintering Grounds
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FOUR BRANT "STOCKS”

The American Ornithologists’ Union

A. REED, D. H. WARD, D. V. DERKSEN, .
AND J. S. SEDINGER

A = James Bay

B = Foxe Basin

C = Baffin .

D = Bathurst I.

E = Melville I.

F = Y-K Delta

G = lzembek Lagoon

[] Atlantic Brant (Branta bericla hrota).
Breeds around Foxe Basin in eastern low Arctic; winters on Atlantic coast of U.S.
[7] Eastern High-Arctic Brant (B. b. hrota).
Breeds on islands of eastern high Arctic and on Greenland; migrates via Greenland
and Iceland to winter mainly in Ireland.
[] Black Brant (B. b. nigricans).
Breeds in central and western low Arctic, in Alaska, and in western Russia; winters
along Pacific coast, mainly in Mexico.
[[] Western High-Arctic Brant (intermediate between hrota and nigricans).
Breeds on islands of western high Arctic and winters in Puget Sound, WA.
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BREEDING AREAS OF
WASHINGTON BRANT
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MANAGEMENT ASPECTS

Significant management interest from international
wildlife agencies, Pacific Flyway, WDFW

Key species in Pacific Coast Joint Venture
Strategic Plan for habitat protection

Two stocks managed in Pacific Flyway

Highly dependent on eelgrass during migration and
winter - “sea goose”

Populations subject to boom-bust arctic breeding
conditions



MAIN BRANT USE AREAS IN WA

LUMMI, BIRCH BAYS (8,000)
é@% PADILLA, SAMISH, FIDALGO BAYS (12,000)
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GRAYS HARBOR AND WILLAPA BAY (3000)

(PACIFIC FLYWAY OBJECTIVES IN PARENTHESES)
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MAIN WINTERING AREA FOR
WHA BRANT

PADILLA, SAMISH,
FIDALGO BAYS

SKAGIT COUNTY
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PACIFIC FLYWAY

BRANT TRENDS (exc. WHA)
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WA & AK BRANT TRENDS
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BRANT HUNTING AREAS IN
WASHINGTON

o SKAGIT CO.
QQ%“ (PADILLA, SAMISH, FIDALGO BAYS)

PACIFIC CO. (WILLAPA BAY)
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BRANT HARVEST STRATEGY

*»+ Set seasons to meet objectives in Pacific
Flyway plan, WDFW Game Mgmt. Plan

*» Close/restrict Skagit Co. season if winter

survey <6000 brant (occurred in 2001 and
2003)

“* Provide restricted season designed to
minimize harvest of WHA brant (<10%)

**No season In an area If less than 1000 brant

“» Obtain precise estimates of harvest through
mandatory reporting (since 1990)
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HARVEST RECORD CARDS

*+»300-400 active hunters
** Mandatory report

“+90% of harvest in Skagit Co.

FASHINGTON DEPARTMENT

OF FISH AND WILDLIFE - - -
NIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING AUTHORIZATION
AND HARVEST RECORD CARD

This report: card sust be carried ot ol tises when
hnting,

Tsnediately after toking o band-tailed pigeon, bront, sesduck,
aow gocse, o (nado gaose {nko possessien as part of
estublished requlor Seasens {n countles that require o harvest
report cord, you must imediotely reaord your harvest by
congleting [N DM the record provided below, Failure to 4o s0
s @ violation of igrotory bird regulations in bash.
Mdrinistrotive (ode Chapter 22-28 adopted by the Fish and
Wildlife Comsission,

For courties, record only the First four lettens.
Please use o belTpait:pen for oll infometion.
Do ot use o Felt tipped pen,

Pegorts are due by the reporting deadlines even iF you did not
bervest ony birds. You must congly with these reporting
requirerants or you will not be eligible to hunt {n the seasan
the following yeor,

You mist submit your horvest regorts using the eline eeporting
systen ot wa. e, gov/uln/kla survey cr by safl to:

W, Mterforl Secion, 80

Cepital Hoy N, Clyplo, W 38501,

BRANT

Did you hurd for brant?,Von.._to

CHECK ONE BOX FOR EACH BIRD HARVESTED
DAY BRD |

COUNTY, -2y I )

Ex SKAG 23

+—

Haw many total days did you hunl for (s spacies?
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SWINOMISH SPIT GAME RESERVE

* Enhanced access to
grit, used in the
digestive process

* Enhanced access to
eelgrass, other food

» High quality area for
resting and preening

SWINOMISH SPIT
GAME REBERVE

» Shelter from severe
weather and hunting
pressure

OODOOO0O0ONODOOOIOOOOOLOY




OOOOOODOOONOODOIOIOOOOOLGG

BRANT MANAGEMENT
MILESTONES

+*Closed / restrictive seasons in WA - 1980-2010

“*Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Goose Management
Plan - 1986

“PCJV - 1991

“Independent Scientific Peer Review of Padilla Bay
Brant Management — 1999

“*Washington Brant Foundation established - 2001
“*First Washington Brant Festival - 2003
< Pacific Flyway Mgmt. Plan revision (WHA) - 2004




RESEARCH

“*WHA projects coordinated
on breeding area by Sean
Boyd, Canadian Wildlife
Service

“*Banding and color marking
on breeding area in 2000,
2002, 2005

*Genetic /color delineation

< Satellite telemetry
monitoring
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RESEARCH
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RESEARCH

+David Ward, USGS Alaska Science Center

“*Nutritional quality of eelgrass throughout the
Pacific Flyway

“*Brant staging patterns in relation to eelgrass
regeneration

“+Effects of sea level rise on distribution and
abundance of eelgrass and brant populations

*N. American Arctic Goose Conference - Portland,
Jan 2011
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BRANT MANAGEMENT IN
WASHINGTON

SUMMARY

< Significant management interest from
International wildlife agencies, Pacific Flyway

% Key species in Pacific Coast Joint Venture
Strategic Plan for habitat protection

“ Increased WDFW management emphasis
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