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ÅGeneral Investigation study, jointly 
sponsored by Corps of Engineers and 
Washington Dept. of Fish & Wildlife

ÅSound-wide initiative to protect and 
restore natural processes and functions in 
the nearshore

ÅBegan in 2001, final report in 2011

ÅCan result in Corps construction authority 
and funding
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Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project 
(PSNERP)



The Nearshore: The shallow water of estuarine deltas & marine shorelines, from the 
top of the coastal bank to water depths where light supports plant growth and up 
rivers to the end of tidal influence
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Ecosystem:  Interrelated complex of diverse shoreforms and 
associated biota.

Embayments Beaches BluffsRiver deltas

4

Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystems



Puget Sound Nearshore: 
Approximately 2,500 miles of 
beaches, bays, and deltas
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